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CHAIRMAN’'S CHATTER

Our Section AGM has been and gone with a very good turnout. The Hotel
Baltimore did us proud as usual. We are very fortunate to have such a good
ongoing connection. A full report appears elsewhere in the Newsletter, but
can | just mention the retirement of Cynthia as Secretary. Cynthia has been
our Secretary for 11 years and in her own inimitable way has kept
administrative matters running beautifully during that time. Martin has now
taken over (with promised help from Jackie!) and | am sure he will have all our
support whilst he settles himself into his new position. So we look forward to
2004. No doubt soon in the North-East we will catch a glimpse from time to
time of the new Bentley, even if not the new Phantom. | have not heard yet
who our local appointed dealers are to be. Perhaps an announcement will be
made in the New Year. The Committee are busy planning a schedule of
events for April-December and more details will be in the next Newsletter.
One personal plea in the meantime - we must organise a Northumberland
orientated trip/entertainment for the 2004 Centennial Tour when it reaches us
at Slaley Hall on 10th June. Inspiration please to me by the end of January!
Happy motoring and best wishes for Christmas and the New Year.

SECRETARY'’S SAUNTERINGS

| didn’t have much interest in the Rolls Royce Enthusiasts’ Club and | was not
even a Spouse member when | accompanied Tony to the 1992 AGM but at
least it saved making Sunday lunch. At the start of the meeting, no names
had been nominated for the vacant post of Secretary. When | asked the then
Chairman of the Section, the late Brian Wiggins to tell the members exactly
what the job of Secretary entailed, with a sweep of his arms | was railroaded
into the job and was then forced into becoming a fully paid up spouse member
of the R-REC. What had | let myself in for!!! Having done that, little did |
know that the Secretary’s job was going to last me for the next 11 years (there
is now a 6 year rule from 1997) and neither did | think that | would become so
interested and involved in the Club. A couple of years after taking over as
Secretary | also had the job of Newsletter Editor thrust upon me. Doing those
two jobs together is hard work and after asking year after year at AGM time
for a new Editor | was very pleased when eventually Martin took the
Newsletter away from me. Thankfully, "Spouse” membership no longer exists
as armed with a suggestion from Gordon Blacklock a few years ago, that it
should be changed to "joint membership" | took this to the Annual
Conference. After a great deal of persuasion, the motion was passed and
now dozens of members take advantage of this membership status. The
Section has certainly come a long way from 1992 when it was in great danger
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of folding. We are continually welcoming new members into the Section
but it would be nice to see more of them at Section events - so come on
all you new people, bring yourselves and join the rest of us on our social
activities. We have a full programme of events starting in the Spring
lasting right up until November and our Section has the name of being
very friendly so come and judge for yourselves! After 11 hectic years as
Secretary, | have now decided that it is time to have a rest and will be
handing the reins over, | shall, however, be staying on the Committee and
will continue to work for the benefit of the Section. | was delighted to
again be awarded the McGarr Trophy at the AGM. This is presented
annually to the Section member who has done the most for the Section
during the last twelve months. To get it once is an honour but to get it
twice is a great honour and means that | must have done something right.
My thanks go to all responsible for this decision. | also wish to thank all
members for the beautiful silk floral display which was given to me at the
AGM. It is gracing the top of my curtain rail in my living room and the
colour scheme is just right. Thank you for allowing me to be your
Secretary for the last 11 years and may | wish my successor the very best
of luck.

Oh dear - what have we done?! First may | say a tremendous ‘thank you’
to Cynthia for all that she has done as Secretary and before that, Editor.
She rightly deserves the McGarr Trophy - see further down. So now there
is another act to follow. Cynthia maintained all the time that the job of
Secretary was not an onerous one, well we shall see. Jackie and | are
going to do a double act as Secretary and Newsletter Editor both of us
wearing two hats at the same time. | hope it will work. As far as the
newsletter is concerned there will not be much change as Jackie has
always helped out, but just did not have the credit for it.

Martin

EDITOR’S EDICTS

It seemed sensible to leave this newsletter until after the AGM so that any
earth shattering news could be reported as soon as possible. We
propose, for the time being to maintain the present format. Now if you
have already thrown away the envelope that this came in - bad luck, but if
you have not then could you have a look to see if there is the letter ‘'S’ at
the end of your address. If there is it means that according to the records
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sent to me, the Hunt House thinks that your subscription is overdue. If
you have recently paid up, jolly good, but if not this may the last
newsletter you receive.

Martin

ADVERTISING RATES

Yearly: full page £75.00
half page £50.00

Members’ private advertisements - maximum space '/, page

Under £200 Free
Over £200 £5.00
Wanted advertisements Free

WELFARE
Members are asked to let the Chairman or Secretary know if they are
aware of other members of the Section who are unwell or in hospital.

SECTION WEEKEND

| rather pre-empted Paul in the last newsletter by putting in my two-
penn’orth about the weekend. But, of course, he had the details of
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numbers of cars etc and went to the very popular visit to the Aston
Workshop. Here is what Paul has to say plus a few more photos:
‘A report on the section weekend appeared in the last newsletter, written
by both Martin and Florence, so this adds some points which may be of
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interest.

59 members and friends attended in 21 club cars, plus a Mercedes
280SL a Jaguar and an Audi. The Audi belonged to Bill & Annie
Bateman, whose Rolls-Royce lost oil pressure on the Friday morning as
they were leaving home. They decided not to risk using it, although it
transpired that it was only a faulty pressure switch.

There were 4 pre war cars in attendance, our 20hp, two 20/25's
belonging to the Farnill's and the Armstrong's and the Derby Bentley of
the Gray's.

The Aston workshop proved a great temptation to our chairman, or more
precisely the convertible Bentley which was for sale. A wedding and a
new kitchen to pay for will take priority | fear!

Thank you to Jay Wallis for her poem which will appear somewhere in
this newsletter. | would like to correct an error in the quiz answers.
Bentley did win the Le Mans 24 hour race in 1924. This error on my part
would not have changed the result as the winning team included this
date in their answer.

Finally could | say thank you to every one who came to the weekend, |
hope you enjoyed it enough to come back to Lumley Castle next year on
24th 25th & 26th September 2004. Booking forms will be in February's
newsletter.’



LUMLEY CASTLE
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We look forward to meeting you all again at the 2004 North Eastern
Section weekend venue!

SECTION AGM SUNDAY 30 NOVEMBER 2003

About forty members and guests attended at the Hotel Baltimore on the
morning of Sunday 30 November 2003. This newsletter will continue to
be circulated free to members while there will be a small charge to
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members of other sections living outside our area.

Events for next year appear on the back page, but Richard specifically
mentioned the visit to the area by those taking part in the round Britain
Tour, who will be staying at Slaley Hall on Friday 11 June. It is hoped
that the section will put on an event(s) during the day and entertainment
in the evening.

By popular request the section weekend will be based at Lumley Castle
again, though it was felt that the ‘banquet’ should be omitted. There
have been discussions regarding a visit to the theatre or some similar
entertainment but nothing definite has yet been fixed. As the weekend
this year was over-subscribed anyone interested should return the
booking form enclosed to Paul Frankie as soon as possible.

After 11 years Cynthia decided that she had had enough of the job of
secretary. Richard thanked her for all her hard work and presented her
with the McGarr Trophy in recognition of dedication to the section and
the club. Cynthia was later presented with a floral display on behalf of
the section. Although she will relinquish the job of secretary Cynthia
will remain on the

committee and so we

will  still have the

advantage of her

experience and

expertise.

Treasurer, Grahame

McDonald reported

that the section

remained in a healthy

condition and each of

the events had made

a small profit. It was

necessary for this

position to be

maintained if the

section is to continue

with  a contingency

fund and for the

newsletter to be

circulated free of

charge to members.

Richard announced

that Nigel Peacey had

resigned as Chief



Steward for the North of

England rally. A

substantial part of the

section’s income is

derived from its share in

the profits from this rally

and it was thought

essential that the section

continued to be involved

with the organisation.

Richard Harrison kindly

volunteered to take over

the role for which he

received the thanks of all

members present.

A new trophy this year is

the ‘Ray Hornsby

Trophy’, in memory of

Ray who was such a

keen and stalwart

supporter of the club.

Florence said that she

had been touched by the

way members had made

her welcome over the

past year at the various

events and she felt that a trophy in his name would have been
something that Ray would have liked. The trophy is to be presented
annually by the Chairman as ‘The Chairman’s choice of car that has
attended any Section event including the North of England Rally’. This,
the first year, Richard was pleased to select the car owned by Gordon
Dent and Florence presented the trophy.

This year we were joined by lan Rimmer, from the Management
Committee. He said that the Club continued to prosper and
notwithstanding the changes at Crewe and the new factory at
Goodwood, would continue to support all cars with a R-R or Bentley
badge.

A new fire prevention system has had to be installed at the Hunt House
at a cost of £100,000 because the previous Halon gas based system
was outlawed by the EU. (Bless them) However, it was essential to
protect the vast number of irreplaceable documents and records stored
there.
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There are grand events planned for the Centenary next year, including a
lunch in the very room of the Midland Hotel in Manchester, where Sir
Henry Royce and The Hon. Charles Rolls actually met. Other events are
being planned at Crewe, Derby and Donnington Park.

The meeting ended with thanks to the Hotel Baltimore for the excellent
service and members then adjourned to the bar for a glass of sherry
before a leisurely lunch.

LINDA ROLLS NORTH

‘When Linda Salt bought a 1929 Rolls-Royce, she was not content with
driving it down country lanes. So she took it to the Arctic for a spin.

She set off on her trip to the Arctic last June to see the midnight sun at
Norway's North Cape.

It was a three-week tour, covering 3,000 miles in total and between 170
and 310 miles a day.

The journey helped win the Alex Harvey-Bailey Trophy, given to her by

the Club “for driving and enthusiasm”.

Linda owns two Rolls-Royce—the 1929 Sedanca de Ville Cabriolet, which
she bought in 1999, and a 1935 Sunshine Saloon, which she has had for
six years.

The trip in the 1929 vehicle started on a Fjord Line boat from North Shields
to Bergen. A Scottish friend joined her as a navigator but she drove all the
way herself.

From Bergen she drove to Voss, then north to Lom, followed by a stop at
Trondheim. She then headed for Narvik, Alta and then finally to the North
Cape.

It took her two years to plan.

Linda said “I wanted to go to the Arctic and mentioned this to the club.
They decided to organise a trip so eight cars and 19 people went in total.
But everyone went off on their own way in their cars. A friend of mine kept
saying | was absolutely crazy doing this on my own. So I told him if he
was so concerned, he should come with me as my navigator.

“He came and had a wonderful time. | wasn't frightened to go because
they have the equivalent of the AA if anything goes wrong.

“The roads in Norway were ideal for the trip, with a maximum of 50mph on
most roads, with clear signposting and traffic markings which made the
journey safe”.

They did hit a couple of snags on the road. They broke down after the
car’s coil stopped working, 23 miles south of Narvik. A recovery vehicle
appeared about one-and-a-half hours later and it took most of the day to
fix the vehicle. They were also caught in three thunderstorms on their way
to Narvik, all within about three hours of each other.
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Linda said “We were driving with the hood down when all of a sudden there
were hailstones the size of marbles. One minute it was sunshine and the
next there was hail. I've never seen anything like it. We were absolutely
soaked before we put the hood up”.

At North Cape, she was hoping to see the sun on the horizon at midnight
but was unable to catch the spectacular sight. It turned out that the correct
time to see it was 1.20am, but she could not stay and had to go on the next
leg.

She said “I inherited my enthusiasm for cars from my parents. They were
Jaguar people.

“This interest in British-made cars became a natural love. For 25 years we
had an Austin. | wanted to buy something | could get some enjoyment out
of and decided to get the two Rolls-Royce. They're lovely cars.

“l got told off for driving the 1929 from people saying it should be in a
museum. But these cars are built to drive”.’

[Reproduced from the EVENING CHRONICLE 14 October 2003]

WHEN THE WAVE ROLLS IN

So Mr Blair wants us to take more physical exercise to ensure that we can
go to our graves healthy. A more congenial alternative would be to eat more
fish. Not only is meat larded with cholesterol and antibiotics, but it is said
that German undertakers are having difficulty in laying out their clients due
to the quantities of preservative in the miles, or should | say kilometres, of
sausage that the

deceased have

consumed over

the course of their

lives. The fish, in

contrast, spends

its life in

unpolluted  seas

and rivers, has to

work far too hard

to get fat, and, so

far as the writer is

aware, never finds

its way into a

sausage, German

or otherwise. It

was with these

thoughts that LUO
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took the Redhead and me to sample fishy dishes, first of the English
persuasion and, more recently, al Italiano.

Our good friends District Judge lan and Therese Atherton suggested we
try Beaches Restaurant at Alnmouth, on the Northumberland Coast. lan
and Therese, pictured with Chris, the proprietor and chef, provide some
very up market holiday accommodation at High Buston Hall, just outside
Alnmouth. They had been sending their highly up market guests to The
Beaches for some time and thought that a visit from the restaurant
correspondent of this publication was an ideal opportunity to discover
whether or not this had been a good move.

lan made the booking and produced a couple of bottles of wine, both
essential as the restaurant has little space and no licence. LUO did the
rest, dropping all four of us at the restaurant, or as close as the limited
parking would allow, hence no picture of her in front, at the side of or even
behind the restaurant,

The dining room of The Beaches is pure coastal cosy, with candle lighting,
fishing nets covering the ceiling, a plastic crustacean here and there, with
some more over there as well. Itis a style repeated around our coastline,
along our estuaries and bearing names such as “The Captain's Cabin”,
“The Happy Haddock”, “Der Hummer Topf” (Rostock branch) etc. This is
not just a cliché, but an architectural sleight of hand. The décor speaks of
the sea and all its fruits, but the prospective diner can not tell from his
surroundings whether the menu speaks of Lobster Newburg or Rock
Salmon with mushy peas.

We started with warmed goat’'s cheese for me and Lobster bisque for the
Redhead. The cheese was warm and goaty, the bisque subtle; it did what it
said on the menu. It was as the main course arrived that three pairs of
eyes, all turning a shade of arsenical green, fixed themselves upon your
correspondent. All my fellow diners had chosen a fish course. |, however,
noticing the lean and hungry diners on adjoining tables, had chosen the
Hearty Pie, a very sustaining beef pie which would have stretched the
capacity of the average heavyweight Labrador. The rest of our party
delicately picked at the pale slabs of fish before them, it may have been
bream, haddock or cod, but it certainly was not brill. They were doubly
envious of the fact that whilst | could mash the tasteless boiled vegetables
in my Hearty gravy, they had to rasp their way through their florettes of
cauliflower and slices of white cabbage.

Perhaps it was the vegetable chef's day off, | hope so. Where fish is
concerned, the accompaniment should be as much of the dish as the fish
itself. Aside from fish and chips, a dish designed to permit the palatable
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ingestion of cooking oil, fish dishes should be made up of contrasts
between the subtle flavour and texture of the fish with the remainder of
the course. A little rosti, caramelized leak or porcini risotto goes a long
way to round off the dish. Out of season new potatoes with boiled
cauliflower kills it dead.

Finally, as for the dessert, only the cheese was worthwhile. The
remainder of the sweets were bog standard, the bogs sub-standard,
enough said.

Andiamo is the newest restaurant in Morpeth. It opened last week.
The menu is ‘trad trat’, save for the absence of zabaglione, which
courtesy of Edwina Curry, not her only faux pas surely, no restaurant
now dares to serve. The Redhead started with Gambaroni Andiamo,
large prawns in a hot sauce with a rice accompaniment. Adopting the
maxim “four legs good, six legs bad” | opted for the Fegato alla
Venezia, tender liver sweated with onions and red wine. The dish was
supposed to come with a potato mash, but in the hurly burly of opening,
the mash seems to have got lost on the way, or the chef had not read
the menu. These were workmanlike starters, delivering exactly what
was promised, bar the mash.The star prize was the Sea Bass main
course, the garlic and herbs of the sauce complimenting and not
overpowering the flavour of this excellent fish. The Redhead had the
ubiquitous breast of chicken with cheese and tomato, the promised,
though pointless, asparagus having also disappeared somewhere
along the way. Better vegetables this time which did compliment the
meal but, and this is a universal complaint, they make do with a
universal vegetable selection. Separate bowls of uniform vegetables
should be outlawed outside of the motorway service stations where
they belong. They are a badge of the prefabricated meal which
probably started with The Golden Egg, and look what happened to that
chain, so popular in my youth.

We avoided the desserts and should have avoided the house wine;
these were the only half bottles available, a question of quantity
matching quality. The service was friendly, possibly too friendly. The
Redhead can bear a peck on the hand, she does not expect to have
her cheeks sucked by the management. Fortunately for the
management, | was able to spirit her away before it was her turn.

With a little fine tuning and a lot less cheek sucking, Andiamo will be a
worthwhile adornment to Morpeth, give it time.

Beaches Restaurant, 56 Northumberland Street, Alnmouth. Tel
Alnmouth 830443

Dinner for 2, 3 courses, £30.

Andiamo, Newgate Street, Morpeth. Tel 01670-505252

Dinner for 2, 2 courses and wine, £45.
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COMING EVENTS

The Teesside Noggin and Natter evenings continue on the
second Wednesday of each month at The Hotel Baltimore, 250
Marton Road, Middlesbrough.

April 25 Northumberland Tour - Derek Moss

June 11 Centenary British Tour, visit to Slaley Ha I
June 19/20 Annual Rally, Boughton Hall

July Newby Hall - Yorkshire Section

August 1 North of England Rally, Harewood House

Sep 24/26 Section Weekend, Lumley Castle

Nov 28 Annual General Meeting

“The quality remains after the price
is forgotten”

Frederick Henry Royce
1863 - 1933
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