


The Section Newsletter is published in January, March, May, July, September
and November. Copy deadline for each Newsletter is 15th of the month pre-
ceding publication. The Editor reserves the right to edit any copy submitted.
Please note the opinions expressed and advice offered in this Newsletter do
not necessarily reflect the opinions of the Committee or Editor. The North
Eastern Section of the RREC accepts no responsibility for the results of con-
tributors’ advice.

The trade marks ROLLS-ROYCE and the ROLLS-ROYCE badge device are
the trade marks of Rolls-Royce plc. Members are reminded that they should at
all times use their best endeavours to preserve the value and validity of the
brand names and trademarks of both Rolls-Royce plc and of the Club.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

The Teesside Noggin and Natter evenings continue on the second Wednes-
day of each month at The Hotel Baltimore, 250 Marton Road, Middlesbrough.
This is a social evening and not just technical talk about cars, though it is al-
ways possible that the subject of Rolls-Royce and Bentley may come up!

Remaining events for 2008

6 July Classic cars in Corbridge with the MG Owners Club at
Tynedale Park - Martin and Jackie

20 July Newby Hall Rally

10 Aug North of England Rally

17 Aug BBQ - Dennis and Lucy

7 Sept Sightseeing tour of Newcastle by bus - Peter and Susan
28 Sept Weardale Railway - Cynthia and Tony

6 Oct Committee meeting

October  Lunch. Date to be confirmed

7 Dec AGM at Blackwell Grange Hotel, Darlington.

(Please note new venue)

Front cover: Derby Bentley, Chassis No. B23CW by James E Pearce of
Wisborough. The car is owned by ‘Sargeants of Goudhurst’, who, | am
sure would be happy to supply any further information. Seen here at
the Annual Rally 2008, with Kelmarsh Hall in the background.




Welfare

Members are asked to let the Chairman or Secretary know if they are
aware of other members of the Section who are unwell or in hospital.
Cynthia has been in hospital (end of March) for an operation on her foot
and has been leaping around on crutches! | also understand that Linda
Corrie had a hip replacement in May and Howard Armstrong (Graham's
Father) is recovering from an hernia operation. We wish them all a full
and speedy recovery.

Chairman’s Chat

Well — what have we had so far? A beautiful day greeted us for Dennis
and Lucy’s arranged visit to the Pumping Station. It was wonderful to see
Barry Brighton again who had travelled from just down the road on his
little scooter and who subsequently went on to travel to the Hotel on it for
lunch. Never have | seen such a large selection of food provided as mid
morning “snacks”. The staff there were truly wonderful with their
hospitality even providing us with an iced cake with a photo of a Rolls
Royce car as the topping and we had to steel ourselves not to eat too
much in anticipation of the large Ilunch
booked ahead later in the day. However, in
true RR tradition, we didn’t let the side down
and made a big dent in the food! After the
feeding of our faces, whilst those technically
minded of us oohed and aahed over the
machinery the less technically minded sat in
the sun and oohed and aahed over Peter and
Susan’s Husky dog and marvelled at his
choice of food as he gave the hot dog
sausages the big E in preference for the pork
pies and sausage rolls. Lunch at the
Blackwell Grange Hotel proved a winner (a
good job as we have our AGM booked there)
and the day was finished off sitting in the sunshine on the hotel terrace
having our coffee and the cake we had brought from the pumping
station. Thank you Dennis and Lucy for a wonderfully organised day out.

Our most recent event was to “Heartbeat” country riding the train from
Goathland (Aidensfield). The North Yorkshire Moors Railway provide
the trains in this serial of 1960s village and Police life and we certainly
brought those long ago days back to life on our visit with our ride on the
train pulled by the ever famous Sir Nigel Gresley steam engine. It was a
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bit nippy in Goathland and some of us warmed ourselves up with a “wee dram”
in the Aidensfield Arms. Thanks to Grahame for arranging this interesting day
out.

There are plenty of events in the pipeline for the next few months and the
Newsletter will provide all the information for these. Hopefully, the weather will
behave itself for these future events.

The car bit this time is the following and | would think | should have noticed the
litle secret on my dashboard that was staring me in the face.
Have you ever rented or borrowed a car and when arriving at the petrol station
wondered mmm, which side is the petrol filler cap? My normal solution was to
stick my head out the window, strain my neck and look, try to see in the side
mirrors, or even get out of the car Well ladies and gentlemen, I'm going to
share with you my little secret so you will no longer look like Ace Ventura on
your way to the petrol station or put your neck at risk of discomfort or injury. If
you look at your petrol gauge, you will see a small icon of a petrol pump? The
handle of the petrol pump will extend out on either the left or right side of the
petrol pump? If your tank is on the left, the handle will be on the left? If your
tank is on the right, the handle will be on the right . It is that simple! Unless
you have a pre-war car!! [It does not work on my MGF!. Ed]

And finally ...............

A used-car dealer showed his customer a 2007 hatchback in great condition.
“And it’s only £5000,” he told the man. “I'll give you £2500,” parried the
customer. The car-salesman feigned disappointment. “If at all possible,” he
responded, “I'd like to sell you the whole car.”

Drive safely and watch for those cameras, car dealers and flashing speed
signs!

Cynthia

Secretary's notes

| see that Rolls-Royce and Nissan are competing with each other to produce
the most obscure artist’'s impressions of their new models. In fact to me they
look strangely similar, except the Nissan did not seem to have any wheels! The
drawing shown here was ‘lifted’ from the Motoring Section of the Saturday
Telegraph, which is my usual source of motoring trivia. The article itself
indicated that the new model, known at present just as RR4, will be launched
in 2010 and will be powered by a new Rolls-Royce engine. Engineering
development is already underway and a new assembly line is to be built at
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Goodwood. lan Cameron, the chief designer said that the RR4 will have a
more informal presence than the Phantom, with greater emphasis on driving,
which will be expressed through its slightly smaller dimensions and more
organic form, yet with powerful and purposeful proportions. It will be a true
and uncompromising Rolls-Royce in every sense. We shall wait and see.

There was a good turn out at the visit to Seaton Delaval Hall organised by
Derek and Viv.
Unfortunately = Derek
had failed to make
arrangements on high
so far as the weather
was concerned!
Despite this the line up
in front of the Hall was
impressive. Our Mk VI, affectionately known as ‘Rusty’ for more than one
reason, travelled there and back in comfort and Jackie and | only got our feet
slightly wet!

| am afraid that | left ‘Rusty’ at home in the garage for the trip to Kelmarsh
Hall for the Annual Rally on 22 June, though some other ‘Cars of the Marque’
travelled from the north east. Generally there seemed to be a good turn out
with some interesting cars, in particular the 10hp, SU13, another 10hp being
the oldest surviving Rolls-Royce, and a Decauville similar to the one
purchased by Sir Henry Royce, which started his interest in cars and inspired
him to produce one of his own.

| did not notice a Rolls-Royce Motors stand but P & A Wood had a ‘Phantom’
and a ‘Phantom Drophead’ on their stand together with the Silver Ghost
AX201 and the 10hps mentioned above.




To say that it was a bit windy would be an understatement, there were
plastic chairs being blown about and some of the stands needed extra
fixings to tie them down.
However, | did not see
anything major being
blown away. It stayed
dry at any rate. Watch
the Club Website for
photos in due course,
and my own site for just
a few of this and one or
two others.

Now then, the
preliminary notice for
the Section AGM is
included in this
newsletter. Now is the|. -
time to think about}|
committee members. If|-

you or anyone you know
would like to be put|.
forward as a committee
member there will be a
proposal form in the next newsletter which will have to be returned to me by
20 October.

Martin



Ken Hart

We are sorry to announce the death of a
former member, Ken Hart, formerly of The
Old Mill, High Leven, near Yarm. Ken had
been poorly for quite some time with heart
and breathing problems but died suddenly on
Friday 9th May aged 85.

Ken was a 40/50 Ghost man and more long
established club members will remember his
work at Breckon Hill Motors in Marton Road,
Middlesbrough where he was chief restorer,
building and maintaining their vintage
car collection, mainly Rolls-Royce. After
retiring in the 1970s he carried on his work
on his own cars at the old windmill he had
restored at High Leven.

| first met Ken in my teens and was greatly
impressed by his knowledge and he recognised and nurtured my enthusiasm
for vintage cars. In later years when certain jobs became hard work for Ken
he employed me as a mechanic, those years were so precious to me as the
skills he taught me are invaluable. | will remember Ken with affection, a
gentleman and a friend with such enthusiasm for life and his cars.

Nick Clark

Visit to Tees Cottage Pumping Station May 11 2008

A beautiful sunny day was more than matched by the warmth of the welcome
that greeted 21 of us on arrival at the pumping station. It had been arranged
for tea and biscuits to be provided upon our arrival, but the “lavish spread”
supplied was totally unexpected. In addition, the catering officer (Kathy —
bless her soul) prepared an iced cake with a photo of a Rolls-Royce on it,
plus a “Dinky-Toy” style model of a 20/25 on it as well!. Few of us could do
justice to the feast as most of us were going on to have lunch at the Blackwell
Grange Hotel.

When everybody could be dragged away from the food tables, we divided into
two groups and were given a guided tour of the whole site. Both the steam
driven and gas-engine pumps were working on the day and both their
operation and histories were most expertly explained.

It was a shame that time did not permit any of us to partake of a ride on the
model steam railway which was also working on the day (maybe next time). It
was good to see Cynthia there in spite of her sore ankle and plucky Barry
Brighton made it along on his electric buggy complete with R-R sign!
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My thanks to all those who attended, but a special thanks to all the
volunteers on the site who gave us such an enjoyable day.
Dennis

Barbeque at llton - Sunday 17 Auqust 2008

As mentioned in the last newsletter Lucy and Dennis Wheatley have kindly
invited us back to their house at llton, near Masham, for a barbeque.
Hopefully, this year, the weather will be a little kinder than last year but wet
or dry | know that we will be made to feel welcome and a great day is in
prospect. In particular Dennis’s garage will be a well worth visit as he has
been hard at work since last year. The XK140 is on the road and there is a
‘new addition’ in the form of an SS100 replica in progress, which | am sure
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will be of interest. Then, of course, there is always the ‘games room’ should
the weather be inclement.

The plan is to meet at The Lakeside Farm Shop and Country Café, North
Farm, Ellerton, Scorton, Richmond, DL10 6AP, for coffee and a scone at
about 1030. From there we will drive along some pleasant country roads
and through some delightful villages, familiar to some and hopefully new to
others, to Masham and on to llton. The cost will be a modest £5.50 per
person, which will include coffee and scone at the farm shop and all the
extras you will need for the barbeque like rolls, salad etc. but, as last year,
please bring your own meat and drink. This helps keep the cost down and in
any case you know what you would like to eat!

The following has been ‘lifted’ from the Lakeside Farm Shop website:- “Due
(sic) to the height of the converted barn there was room for another floor
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above the Farm shop and Café. This area is given over to local businesses to
sell their wares. At the top of the attractive wooden staircase you will find an
Aladdin’s Cave of gift ideas including cards, candles, cushions, jewellery,
funky coloured wellies and wooden ducks. Local joiner Jon Donaldson offers
beautiful hand crafted furniture and accessories and we now have a selection
of organic children's clothes for sale from Damsels & Dragonflies. We also
have Ally Robinson's handmade silk bags, blankets and greetings cards, Quite
Contrary handmade jewellery and Firby Designs Beads and Bags. Plus larger
shops such as Eastern Origins with stores in Northallerton and Darlington,
Montana Country Collection and Southolme Adventure Toys also there to
tempt you. Our latest addition to the Gift area is the return of a Cookshop at
the Lakeside. This is crammed full of everyday essentials as well as must
have gifts and gadgets.”

There will be a large selection of other goodies to eat and drink so you can
order what you would like, at your own expense, of course, and there will be a
chance to look round the delicatessen downstairs and the shop upstairs!
Complete the booking form and return it to Dennis with a stamped addressed
envelope by 4th August, so that you can receive your ticket entitling you to
your coffee and scone.

Bus Tour of Newcastle-upon-Tyne - Sunday 7 September 2008

Members will meet at the Copthorne Hotel where there is secure parking for
those attending in cars of the marque, and where coffee or tea will be served
on arrival. We shall then depart on an open topped bus for a tour of the city.
The idea is to hire the whole bus for the tour in order to avoid having to fit in
with timetables and the possibility of the group being separated. Following the
tour a three course lunch has been arranged at the Copthorne Hotel. In order
for the event to take place a minimum number of forty people will be needed
so ask your friends and relations to join us, the more the merrier! A booking
form is enclosed and the deadline is Monday 4 August as numbers need to be
known in advance in order to arrange the booking.

Visit to Weardale Railway - Sunday 28 September 2008

Autumn in England can be one of the finest seasons and in the north east of
England, we can probably boast one of the finest “Falls” in the country. The
heavily wooded area of Weardale in the heart of the North Pennines and
probably the least known major dale of the English uplands is no exception to
this boast.  Running through part of this litle known countryside is the
Weardale Railway. We have been invited to be part of their Events Dairy for
this year and we are pleased to have been asked to do this. It is several
years since there was a visit to Weardale Railway and it has been through
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some ups and downs in its life. However, it seems to have got itself back on
track (pardon the pun) and is now running up to full steam (again — pardon the
pun). Members are asked to be at Stanhope Station for at least 11 a.m. This
will give time for coffee if required and a look around before the train leaves.
Arrangements have been made to travel on the 11.45 a.m. train from Stanhope
— Wolsingham — Stanhope, arriving back at 1.25 p.m.  On returning to the
station we will need a smart take-off and there will be no time for further looking
round as arrangements have been made for us to have a traditional 3 course
Sunday lunch at 2 p.m. at the Helme Park Hall Country House Hotel and
Restaurant, a mere 20 minutes drive from the Railway. This is a charming
country house set within two acres of beautifully landscaped gardens. There is
ample parking for the cars to the rear of the Hotel with a footpath leading from
this to the rear entrance. The food has been tested and on the day this was
done, was superb. The cost for this event will be £19 per person (children 12
and under £9 per child.) A booking form is enclosed for this event together with
menu choices. Directions to Stanhope Station are — Leave the A1(M) at junction
58 towards Corbridge. Follow brown signs to Weardale A68/A689 junction,
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follow signs to Wolsingham approximately 4 miles and carry on to Stanhope.
Park in Station car park. Someone will be on duty to watch the cars whilst
everyone is on the train.

Cynthia and Tony
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Annual General Meeting - Sunday 7 December 2008

Preliminary notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting of the
North Eastern Section will take place at 11.00am on Sunday 7 December
2008 at The Blackwell Grange Hotel, Darlington, DL3 8QH. Nominations for
membership of the committee should be returned to the Secretary, no later
than 20 October 2008 and nomination forms will be included in the next
newsletter, due out at the beginning of September. Motions for discussion or
determination at the AGM should also be submitted to the Secretary,
proposed and seconded, by the same date. This is necessary in order to
include formal notification of the meeting together with an Agenda in the
November/December newsletter. If you would be interested in taking part in
the running of the Section or would like to nominate someone, please
complete and return the form to me in due course.

Martin Vinson

The Alpine Eagle as a Touring Car

Acceleration Without Vibration

The first thing | observed was that we were doing all this work, coming almost to a
standstill in traffic, then accelerating, without any slipping or manoeuvring of the
clutch, in a manner which was as handy as with the standard Rolls-Royce. | could
not but think what an extraordinary contrast this was with certain high-powered
“sporting” and “Alpine” models of cars which, when | had tried them also under
home conditions in this fashion, had required to be driven on a low speed
whenever we came to a village, far less London tramway areas, the engines being
so little flexible that you could not possibly go through even comparatively fast,
ignoring local speed regulations, on the through drive, or you would be stopping
your engine pretty soon. In town the only difference between this and the
standard car was in the matter of acceleration whenever traffic opened up ahead.
We seemed to take the least possible time in getting the car from one rate of
travel to the desired speed. Nor under these circumstances was there any
stuttering of the carburettor or vibration of the engine or transmission. This was
only the beginning of our initiation to a constructional achievement that is
remarkable in my experience of the modern high compression, quick acceleration
engines, which nearly always vibrate considerably. With the Rolls-Royce you
might have been driving a standard motor as regards smoothness of the working
of the engine.
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On the Bath Road

along the historic Bath Road, which furnishes another contrast with the Austrian
Alpine conditions in that for the most part it provides level going and, in any case,
always good surfaces.

One point, however, is that there are plenty of villages to pass through, also any
number of cross turnings. The idea, therefore, was to reveal what sort of average
we could make by driving with consideration and merely by saving time on the
acceleration in regaining any desired rate of travel, so that there should be no
“blinding” across blank turnings or dashing through village streets. The “Alpine
Eagle” travels along as smoothly at forty miles an hour as the ordinary first-class
touring car does at twenty miles an hour. The “Alpine Eagle”, moreover, is as
absolutely under control at the faster speed, for you could pull it up in the same
distance as the other vehicle going at half that speed. Indeed, | have here a
suggestion to make to the Rolls-Royce firm — namely, that they might carry out
some interesting official tests as to the distances in which the machine can be
pulled up at different rates of speed, the idea striking me more particularly when,
later in the tour, we tried the brakes on some very poor and wet surfaces, where
roads proper had never been built, on Exmoor. The car we were on was, of
course, at a disadvantage for the purpose of proving the brakes to their maximum,
in that the weight of it was so very light, therefore the behaviour of the brakes was
penalised to that extent. Yet it is impossible to feel greater confidence in any
vehicle than is inspired by the manner in which the brakes act with this one. It
reveals the designers to have grasped the fundamental point that, as you improve
your engine, so also you must improve your braking efficiency if you are to keep
the two essential features of your car in proportion, and to provide a vehicle that is
not only capable of fast travel, but which is also a safe machine to handle under
those conditions.

Power Without Coarseness

Of course, as we know from the Austrian performance on the flat, the machine can
do well over four-score miles an hour. But a point of even greater merit is the brief
distance in which it can accelerate to any speed up to its maximum. | have ridden,
years ago, in racing cars with engines certainly as powerful as this. But in every
case the racing cars have been to an extent coarse in the manner of their
acceleration; you have felt a “punch” in the back, sometimes several. Not so with
the Rolls-Royce, however. It glides away in a manner that is utterly deceptive.
You never receive a “punch” or a jerk; yet you progress from one rate of travel to
another with a minimum loss of time. This, of course, is due in large measure to
the splendid balance of the six-cylinder motor and extraordinary smoothness of the
transmission mechanism, as well as the substantial nature of the chassis, which
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has been achieved without putting up the weight. The long wheel-base, the
comparatively small wheels, and the low centre of gravity combine to produce a
car of extraordinary stability, a quality which is more abundantly manifest when on
open heathlands or elsewhere, we begin to make sharp turns at proportionately
fast speed to test whether or not there is a any tendency to skid or for the car to
lurch. Under these circumstances the Rolls-Royce holds the road, and keeps an
even keel in an extraordinary way.

To be continued.....
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