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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  
The Teesside Noggin and Natter evenings continue on the second 
Wednesday of each month at The Hotel Baltimore, 250 Marton Road, 
Middlesbrough. 
 

This is a social evening and not just technical talk about cars, though it is 
always possible that the subject of Rolls-Royce and Bentley may come up! 
 

There is also a Yorkshire Section Noggin and Natter evening at Ye Old 
Punch Bowl, Marton cum Grafton. YO51 9QY on the second Thursday of 
each month for those living a little further south. 
 
 
 

Events for 2009  
6 July  Committee meeting 
12 July  Barbeque at Ilton - Dennis and Lucy 
15 July  7.30pm Pub meet at The Honest Lawyer, Croxdale 
19 July  Newby Hall Rally 
7 August  3.00pm-5.00pm Visit to Bentley Newcastle - Derek 
9 August  30th North of England Rally - Harewood House 
12 August 7.30pm Pub meet at The Honest Lawyer, Croxdale 
6 September Mystery Tour - Peter and Susan 
9 September 7.30pm Pub meet at The Honest Lawyer, Croxdale 
25/27 Sept Section weekend - Martin and Jackie/Ray and Margaret 
5 October Committee meeting 
7 October 7.30pm Pub meet at The Honest Lawyer, Croxdale 
11 October Maritime Experience, Hartlepool - Ray and Margaret 
4 November 7.30pm Pub meet at The Honest Lawyer, Croxdale 
2 December 7.30pm Pub meet at The Honest Lawyer, Croxdale 
13 December AGM at The Blackwell Grange Hotel Darlington 
     
ADVERTISING RATES 
Yearly:    full page  £75.00 
      half page  £50.00 
Members’ private advertisements - maximum space 1/4 page  
      Under £200 Free      
      Over £200 £5.00 
Wanted advertisements Free 

Front cover:   
Peter Kitching’s 1936 25/30 Limousine by Park Ward, GRM23, being 
admired during a family day out.  Taken at Goathland Station. 
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Welfare 
Members are asked to let the Chairman or Secretary know if they are 
aware of other members of the Section who are unwell or in hospital.  
Doreen Sampson, Wendy Hick and Barbara Farnill are all unwell at 
present, so please keep them and their families in your thoughts.  Mike 
Relf is recovering well after an operation and although still feeling tired 
hopes to be up and about again soon. 
 
Chairman’s Challenge 
You may remember that I told you about the 
new evening meetings that I was going to try 
and get off the ground? Well we have now 
had two very successful meetings held at the 
Honest Lawyer Hotel, the next ones are due 
to take place on Wednesday 15th July and 
Wednesday 12th August at 7.30pm. For 
those of you who have not been please come 
along even if its just to see what you have 
missed! There are bar meals available on the 
night priced between £8-£10, but  by no 
means compulsory, just come and enjoy the 
"crack" 
 

Speaking of which, did you hear about the motorist who drove his Rolls-
Royce into a Tesco superstore? Window shoppers and staff dived for 
cover as the car crashed through the front doors and all because he was 
in a dispute over a bed! Then there was the millionaire from Norway who 
paid for three experts to fly from the North East to sort out the problems 
on two of his vintage Rolls-Royce;  the Carrosserie company of Barnard 
Castle has now been given the job on the millionaire’s 54 year old 
Bentley tasked with making it as good as new.  
 

I am sure that you will be delighted to hear that the North Eastern Section 
certainly put their 
stamp on the National 
Rally at Kelmarsh 
Hall in June when our 
webmaster John 
Harrison won 1st 
prize in Class 25 
Conservation Class in 
his 1956 Silver Cloud 
1, well done John a 
very deserved win. 
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Several of our members attended the National Rally this year, and for a 
pleasant change the weather was excellent. There were lots of bargains to 
be had from the trade tents and the new Club seminars were very well 
attended. Bonham's auction held on the Saturday made some good prices 
with a Silver Ghost selling for £335,000. Whilst on the auction front, on the 
22 July H & H have a 1929 20/25hp Salamanca (Park Ward) as used by 
Sir Winston Churchill, not for the faint hearted as the estimated purchase 
price is £10-12,000. They also have a very nice 1936 25/30hp 
(H.J.Mulliner) Saloon, one family owner from new, 47,500 miles from new, 
estimated at £20-25,000. For anyone in the wedding car trade Barron's 
sale on 28th July have a very nice pair of 20hp Landaulet Limousines ideal 
weddings. 
 

Arrangements for the weekend are now well under way. For those of you 
who are still thinking about coming, then get your booking form in the post 
as there are only a few rooms left. This is your last chance and remember 
this is our 40th year so do you really want to say "well I wished I had gone" 
when its too late!  While on the subject of booking forms, why not fill some 
in and attend some of this year’s events that your committee has worked 
so hard to organise for you all to enjoy. I have arranged a visit to the 
Bentley car dealership at Silver Link Newcastle on Friday August 7th, a 
booking form is enclosed in this newsletter. The event is being held at a 
very low cost, so please check the dates for all of this year’s events in your 
diary page in the newsletter. 
 

The Independent Rolls-Royce and Bentley parts specialist "Flying Spares" 
has launched an updated parts catalogue covering the Silver Spirit and 
Mulsanne including Turbo range of 1980-98. Flying Spares has also been 
accepted as a member of the Prestigious Rolls-Royce & Bentley 
Specialists Association. 
 

And finally, unfortunately this years 39th Beamish run got off to a bad start 
for a 1953 Bentley R-Type belonging to Michael Fergus Bowes-Lyon, the 
Earl of Strathmore. whose car failed to proceed and was unable to start 
the route. You may remember Bob Howe won this event with his Silver 
Cloud last year. 
 

I hope to see you all soon at the Section events. 
 

Drive Safely 
Derek 
 
Secretary's notes 
I suspect that some members may not be aware of all the services on offer 
at The Hunt House.  First may I suggest that the Club website is a good 
place to start.  The address is www.rrec.org.uk .  The first page to open is 
available to the general public and gives information about the club, how 
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to join and information about the cars and history.  Also the independent 
Section websites can be accessed from this page.  If you want to go 
further and access the members’ sections you will need to enter your ’user 
name’ and a password.  Your ‘user name’ is the same as your 
membership number being the first three letters of your name followed by 
a number.  This should appear on all correspondence from The Hunt 
House, or if still a mystery ring me and I can let you know.  In order to be 
allocated a password you need to e-mail or telephone Ailsa Plain at THH 
and she will give you one.  She will also be able to let you know your 
membership number.  Once you have entered the members section just 
follow the links to any of the items that interest you.  The databases give 
very useful information about the cars.  All you need is a registration or 
chassis number and you can find out if a car is known to the Club.  The 
Message Board is popular and messages and questions can be posted on 
a number of different topics.  You can start your own!  The Club Shop 
provides a full list of items available and of course you can buy online.  
Excellent photographs of recent events are posted regularly and are well 
worth a look. 
 

One of the things to buy from the shop which many people find useful is a 
name badge.  The badge is quite simple:-   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It is v e r y 
useful when attending Section events but more so when attending other 
Section’s events or exhibitions, such as the NEC Classic Car Show or the 
Goodwood Festival of Speed, etc. where you may not be known to 
everyone. 
 

On a more practical side there are excellent books and workshop manuals 
for most if not all models.  Books giving the history of the marque are 
particularly interesting and should be compulsory reading for Rolls-Royce 
Enthusiasts.  The Rolls-Royce Motor Car by Anthony Bird and Ian Hallows 
is well worth reading. 
 

The Section AGM is announced later in this newsletter.  Do make a note 
of the date and, if possible, come along.  If you are unhappy with the way 
the Section is run, or if you would like to be more involved with running the 
Section generally do put yourself forward to join the committee.  It is not 
onerous; there are three meetings a year in addition to the AGM, and 
members are expected to organise at least one event a year.  There are 

ROLLS-ROYCE ENTHUSIASTS’ CLUB 
 

Your name 
NORTH EASTERN SECTION 
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other responsibilities for those who would like to take them on! 
 

Derek mentioned the evening meets at The Honest Lawyer, Croxdale.  
There have been about twelve members there on each occasion so far 
and the discussion has ranged over a number of topics, mainly about the 
direction the Section should be heading and how to get there!  This is a 
constant source of discussion at any event where two or three are 
gathered together, to quote Our Lord.  At present there does not seem to 
be an answer.  However, there were a number of ideas floated including: a 
film show; table top auction; treasure hunt; wine tasting and a ‘feely night’.  
Those who might think that the last suggestion is a bit suggestive, be 
assured that a ‘feely night’ is when various objects are put in a bag and 
you have to guess what they are by feeling them from outside the bag!  
This was news to me. 
 

I have contacted both Julian Spencer and Duncan Feetham about the 
Club advertising in classic car magazines and both tell me that this has 
been considered by the MC and felt to be too expensive to be justified 
unless the magazine is running an article specifically about Rolls-Royce. 
 

Handing out leaflets was suggested.  This is already being done thanks to 
Alan Fearon who has kindly agreed to publicise the Section to his 
customers.  Leaflets to members of the public is an idea which can be 
tried when we and our cars are ‘on display’. 
 

The next meet, in July, will be a general discussion but in August we hope 
to show a film.  The remaining dates are shown in the coming events list. 
 

The following has been received from the Chairman of the Wessex 
Section and is self-explanatory.  Anyone interested please let me know 
and I will put them in touch with Georgia. 
 

Martin 
 
 

Dear Secretary, 
 

Re: Ladies’ Technical Seminar 
 

At the recent RREC AGM I was asked to organise a technical Seminar, 
aimed at our lady members. 
 
The existing seminars are highly technical and some of our lady 
members attend these, but we would like to broaden the range of topics 
covered to appeal to more of our female members, who, as we are all 
aware, play a leading role in this club.  My first thoughts are that the 
seminar(s) should not be model specific but rather should allow 
coverage of cars produced over the past 100 years and the basic 
principles of the design, maintenance and use of the motorcars 
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concerned.  e.g. it might be possible to enable lady members to try their 
hands at driving a  pre-war Phantom or 20/25hp model, or a Derby 
Bentley.  All the cars need to have their oil levels checked and topped 
up, they all have tyres which can fail or need blowing up and all the cars 
have very high quality coachwork and trim which needs to be kept in 
good condition.  Perhaps these are topic that could be included in a 
seminar. 
 
Please would you bring this subject up at your next section committee 
meeting and, if possible, poll the ladies in your section to get an 
understanding of what they would most like to see covered in a 
weekend seminar aimed exclusively for them?  I would suggest, in view 
of the tight time frame to arrange something for this year,  that you 
consider including this letter, or a transcript from it, in your next 
newsletter (or the portion exerpted below). There may be some men in 
attendance but these would be unlikely to be of the “Full Monty” type… 
rather the “Proper Car Technical Expert” type, all very charming and 
knowledgeable. 
 

If possible, we would like your response by mid-July in hopes to 
arrange something for the next Autumn/Winter season. 
 

With kind regards, 
 
 

Georgia Cheer 
Chairman 
Wessex Section 
RREC 
 

 

Ladies 
The Hunt House wishes to offer a Technical Seminar  

that interests you!  To make this happen we need your input.  
If you are interested in attending, or putting forth what you 

want on the syllabus, can you please e-mail:- 
 Georgia Cheer, Wessex Section Chairman at  

gpcheer8@dsl.pipex.com  
by mid-July.  
Thank you. 
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New members 
All new members are welcome to any of our events.  I believe that there is 
at least one potential new member in ’the pipeline’, but to date I have not 
been informed of any from The Hunt House since the last newsletter. 
 
Annual General Meeting 

The Annual General Meeting this year will again take place at The 
Blackwell Grange Hotel, Darlington, on Sunday 13 December.  Coffee 
or tea will be served at 10.30am and the meeting will start promptly at 
11.00am and will be followed by lunch.  Anyone interested in the 
running of the Section is encouraged to put themselves forward as a 
member of the committee.  Qualification for committee membership is 
simply to be a paid up member of the Club.   

 

Where we are going:- 

Barbeque at Ilton - 12 July 
This is just a few days away and you should have sent your booking 
form in to Dennis by now!  However, if you have not and would still like 
to come give Dennis a ring on 01765 689653, (got it right this time) and 
I am sure he will be able to accommodate you.  For those who are 
coming do not forget to bring your own meat and booze! 
 
Scottish Section Visit to Beamish - 25-26 July 
Derek and Viv, Jackie and I, Jim and Janet Clark and Colin and Gladys 
Hutchinson will be going to the Beamish Hall Hotel to join them for 
dinner on Saturday 25th July. 
 

Visit To Bentley Newcastle -   
2.30pm Friday 9 August 
 

We have made arrangements to make an official Section visit to the 
new Bentley dealership in the North East - BENTLEY NEWCASTLE. 
This is planned for Friday afternoon, 9th August 2009.  The plan is for us 
to meet at their premises in Silverlink, off the Newcastle to North 
Shields Coast Road at 2.30pm, have a good look around the showroom 
and facilities and discuss all things Bentley with the staff.  Refreshments 
will be provided and the icing on the cake will be, hopefully, the 
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opportunity to drive a Bentley or two, including the Continental GT and, 
even more hopefully, the amazing new Flying Spur.  Paul Gudge, the 
Dealership General Manager, has been most welcoming and helpful 
and is keen to support our Section.  The visit should last about 2 to 21/2 
hours.  There will be a small nominal charge for Section funds but 
numbers will be strictly limited on a first come basis.  An entry form is 
included in this Section newsletter.   
 

PUT THE DATE IN YOUR DIARY NOW. 
 

Refreshments are included and there is a modest charge of £3.00 per 
person for Section funds to cover administration.  Numbers will be 
limited so do not delay. 
Derek 
 
Mystery Tour - Sunday 6 September 
Peter and Susan Tong are arranging this event which is a road run from 
Alan Fearon’s garage in Newcastle at around 11.30am on Sunday 6 
September. Tea/Coffee/Scones will be served at Alan’s for which there 
will be a charge of £2 per person. 
They are keeping the destination a ’mystery’ at present but I understand  
that there is a cafe that sells tea, coffee and sandwiches there, though 
Peter’s idea is for everyone to bring a picnic as there are picnic tables 
available there as well. He just needed an alternative, in case it turns 
out to be wet. (Heaven forbid).  Peter estimates that it should take an 
hour at the most to get there from Alan Fearon’s garage. 
The £2 is all that members would be asked to pay up front, though 
there is a car parking charge of £1.30 for up to 2 hours or £2.60 for all 
day when we arrive at wherever we are going!   There is a machine so 
change would be required. 
Peter will be presenting a small trophy for the best car which Alan has 
said he will judge. This doesn't have to be the best looking but what in 
Alan's opinion is the most worthy and he certainly sees plenty! 
New members are especially welcome to attend. 
Martin 
 
4oth Anniversary Weekend, Headlam Hall –  
25-27 September 
Well we have nearly got all the rooms booked.  I think that eighteen are 
spoken for and there are three possibilities. If anyone would still like to 
join us and has not sent back a booking form telephone me and if there 
is space then you are in!  If not I will ring the hotel and see if there is a 
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chance of reserving an extra room. 
 
Hartlepool’s Maritime Experience -  
Sunday 11 October 
A visit is being planned to Hartlepool’s Historic Quayside where there 
are many attractions including the Trinconomalee and other exhibitions 
demonstrating the reality of life of an 18th Century quayside.  Contact 
Ray and Margaret Andrews for further information on 01429 265759. 
 
Where we have been:- 
North Yorkshire Moors Railway – 17 May 
Following on from last year's successful visit to the North Yorkshire  
Moors Railway we were invited to repeat the "Rolls-Royce & Bentley 
Day" at Goathland (Aidensfield) Station again this year.  As an 'early  
arrival' and 'late departure', I did not see all those who turned up  
but am reliably informed that 16 'proper' cars were on display in the  
station car park at Goathland.  The weather was pretty kind throughout  
the day, with only one shower taking place late afternoon, so it was an  
improvement on last year. Two of the NYMR's 'stalwarts' were on duty - 
Stanier 'Black Five' no. 45212 and BR Standard class 4 no. 75029 - 
both of which had also been on duty for our visit in May, 2008.  As 
before, participants were able to purchase half-price (£7.50) Day Rover 
tickets for unlimited travel on the day's NYMR services, although I 
understand that some of our members chose (or were 'cajoled'!!) to 
travel into Whitby for the day in order to participate in the ritual of Fish & 
Chips.  Feedback so far, from both the NYMR staff and our own 
participants, has been very positive and we have been invited once 
again to repeat the event in 2010.  However as an added attraction for 
next year it has been suggested that the Section makes a block 
booking to take over Car No. 79 - a 1930's "Pullman Car" - on the 
"Moorlander" Dining Train for Sunday lunch.  This old "Pullman" has 42 
seats available and the fare of £40 per head includes the train fares and 
a 4-course Sunday lunch served at your seat - 2 courses on the 
outbound journey from Grosmont to Pickering, and 2 during the return 
journey.  The 'half-price' Day Rover ticket option would remain in place 
for anyone not wishing to partake of the "Pullman" lunch.  Full details 
will be published in the Newsletter when these have been finalised, 
meanwhile pencil in the date of Sunday, 16 May, 2010. 
Grahame McDonald  
The Honest Lawyer, Croxdale 
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There have been two evening meetings at The Honest Lawyer so far 
and both have been attended by about a dozen members.  We have 
had most interesting discussions about the Section and how it might 
develop.  Topics have included public relations, joint meetings with 
other clubs, treasure hunts, wine tasting, film nights etc etc.  The 
evenings are very informal and while, to date, we have sat round a 
table and had a general chat, this may not always be the case.  If there 
is a special event on, and details of any events will be publicised in 
advance where possible, we may well continue round a table or in a 
private room.  Otherwise if a more informal evening is preferred there is 
a large bar area where we can sit.  Bar meals are available at a 
reasonable cost for those who would like them. 
 
Classic Wings and Wheels at Elvington Airfield -  
21 June 
A warm sunny day greeted us on arrival at Elvington and it soon 
became apparent that the number of exhibitors was up this year 
because there was hardly a space to be found for the later arrivals. 
Although some makes of vehicle did display in a group many got 
dispersed which did make it more interesting for the visitors.  A great 
highlight of the afternoon was a flypast at 1pm of a WW2 Spitfire -
making several low passes over the field.  The accompanying photos 
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give a better idea of the diversity of exhibits than words could do.  
Dennis Wheatley 
 

More REMINISCENCES and THOUGHTS on the 
COLLECTING SCENE by Selina A Powers. 
Auction of T. Howe & Co. Limited  
On 28th April 1971 the motor cars and spares of the old established firm 
of T. Howe & Co. Ltd of Helmsley Road, Sandyford, Newcastle were 
sold at public auction by Hindmarsh, Heppell and Bourn.  This was 
quite  a big event and the end of an era.  T. Howe & Co. had been in 
business since very early days and had originally had their 
headquarters in a building which still stands in Newgate Street at its 
junction with Leazes Lane.  The name is still quite clear in the 
stonework along the top of this building. “T. Howe & Co., Motor Carriage 
Proprietors.” 
For many years this firm had owned a fleet of Rolls-Royce cars which 
they hired out for special events, weddings, funerals etc.  In the 60s 
they were still running a number of Phantom I hearses and Phantom II 
limousines but these had mostly been disposed of or scrapped prior to 
the auction.  One could not do business with this firm.  They claimed to 
trade most of their cars for other ones or they scrapped them.  I quite 
often called in at Howe’s premises in Sandyford and got to know the 
manager Mr Watt very well.  He would sell me spare parts accumulated 
over many years but would not sell me a complete car.  When the cars 
got too bad to be used they went to the scrap yard under the old 
Redheugh Bridge with strict instructions that they were to be scrapped 
and not resold.  I tried a few times to save cars but never managed to 
do so.  The notorious Tams family who ran the scrap yard were not to 
be argued wi th unless one was t i red of  l i fe !  
I clearly remember the auction and bought many bits and pieces.  The 
prices, which I wrote down, now seem to be very little but that is how it 
was in those days.  By the time of the auction only 20/25s, 25/30s and 
Silver  Wraiths remained plus one Phantom III with a Bedford engine 
conversion.  This latter car was used for transporting the judges to and 
from Newcastle Assizes after the sale of the Phantom II which had been 
previously used for this purpose. I remember being told by Mr Watt that 
the Phantom I hearses often only managed 5 or 6 miles to the gallon!  
This was apparently due to the piston chambers in the carburettors 
having been regularly cleaned out with metal polish which had 
eventually destroyed the critical fine clearance between the piston and 
cylinder.  As far as I know, at least, four or five of these PIs were cut up 
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for scrap.  
I still have my auction catalogue with the prices I wrote down as each 
lot was sold.  The catalogue is far too long to reproduce here but I will 
quote a few typical lots as examples.  All the twelve 20/25s and 25/30 
limousines fetched between £400 and £500 with many in poor and rusty 
condition and some with cracked cylinder heads.  The Phantom III 
realised £425. Four 20/25 and 25/30 hearses were sold for between 
£200 and £300.  Four Silver Wraith Limousines fetched between £525 
and £1,400.  I have the chassis and registration numbers of these cars, 
some of which still exist in the ownership of RREC members.  Typical 
spares lots were  “ Two Wraith engines with other parts £70.” : “Seven 
Phantom I magnetos  £20.” :  “Twelve Phantom I dynamos £5.” : “25/30 
Carburettor £6.” : “25/30 Gearbox £6.” : “Six starter motors Phantom I 
and II £10.” : “Six new 6.50 x 19 Tyres for 20/25 and 25/30 £75.”  I could 
go on but I think that this is enough to illustrate the prices which seem 
incredible but even then by 1971 prices had risen considerably 
compared to those of the 50s and 60s.  Prior to the auction nobody was 
allowed to start the cars so bidding for them was something of a lottery.  
After the auction there was much fun and games trying to persuade 
some of the cars to run well enough to be driven long distances.  The 
firm had become very run down and maintenance was minimal.  Oh! 
and the auction commission was 5%!  It underlines just how much the 
scene has changed since those days. 
Selina Powers 
 


