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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  
The Teesside Noggin and Natter evenings continue on the second Wednesday  
of each month at The Hotel Baltimore, 250 Marton Road, Middlesbrough. 
 
This is a social evening and not just technical talk about cars, though it is  
always possible that the subject of Rolls-Royce and Bentley may come up! 
 
 
Remaining events for 2008 
 
7 December  AGM at Blackwell Grange Hotel, Darlington. 
    (Please note new venue) 
 
Events for 2009 
 
22 March  Lunch at The Honest Lawyer - Martin and Jackie  
26 April  Doxford Hall Hotel, near Berwick - Derek and Viv 
16 May  North Yorkshire Railway - Grahame 
End May (TBN) Lancaster bomber in Lincolnshire - Paul and Sue 
12/13/14 June Annual Rally at Kelmarsh Hall 
21 June  Elvington Airfield - Dennis and Lucy 
12 July  Barbeque at Ilton - Dennis and Lucy 
19 July  Newby Hall Rally 
9 August  30th North of England Rally - Harewood House 
September (TBN) Section weekend - Ray and Margaret 
 
 
ADVERTISING RATES 
 
Yearly:   full page £75.00 
    half page £50.00 
 
Members’ private advertisements - maximum space 1/4 page  
     
    Under £200 Free      
    Over £200 £5.00 
 
Wanted advertisements Free 

 

Front cover:   
 
One for the steam buffs! 
60007 A4 Pacific, Sir Nigel Gresley at Grosmont Station. 
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Welfare 
Members are asked to let the Chairman or Secretary know if they are aware of other 
members of the Section who are unwell or in hospital.  I am pleased to say that both 
Cynthia and Peter are on the mend.  Peter has had the plaster off and will have started 
physiotherapy by the time you receive this.  Peter sends thanks to all those who have sent 
cards and good wishes by telephone. 
 

Chairman’s Chat 
As a youngster I travelled on steam trains fairly regularly 
particularly between Preston and Liverpool in Lancashire to visit 
family and as a young married woman, travelled on a steam train 
every day to work.   It was an every day occurrence in those post 
war, 50s and 60s years and nobody gave it a second thought.  In 
1962, when first married, we lived in a bungalow just across the 
fields from the main Preston to Blackburn railway line and every 
morning at 3 a.m. the heavy goods steam train would wake me up 
as it went along, chugging and clanging, the steam coming in 
unequal spurts as it made it way up the slight incline to the top, where it rested slightly 
before zooming away and out of my earshot – thankfully and I could try and get back to 
sleep.  This year, perhaps not celebrating but remembering with some sadness, the fact 
that it is 40 years since steam trains officially operated, it is an exciting, out of the ordinary 
journey to look forward to and much nostalgia takes place on a steam train now.   Although 
the steam engine wasn’t operating on the day in question, our Section did their little bit to 
remember by visiting the Weardale Railway at the end of September and there is a piece 
about this a few pages ahead.    
 Whilst we are hoping for an Indian summer to end the year with, car owners will be thinking 
towards the winter and the inevitable “laying up” of cars, thus saving wear, tear and 
Insurance.   It has been noticeable that the increase in fuel costs has had some impact on 
Section events during the year and now that the prices are falling slightly, it is hoped that 
next year will see even lower fuel prices and increased turn outs for Section events. 
This is the time of the year when your Committee can relax a little as events for this year 
are winding down and next year’s arrangements are in “pipeline” stage and are not too 
much to worry about yet!   As ever, your Committee has worked tirelessly over the last year 
trying to ensure that all arrangements go smoothly for events.   90% of the time everything 
works out fine but there is inevitably a 10% question mark about something – the weather, 
food, hotel service, meal timings etc. and the Committee are only as good as God, 
timetables and the Hotel Manager so please don’t give them too much grief if things don’t 
quite come up to your expectations.   It may be from booking an event at an Hotel to the 
day of the event, that 6 months can intervene and a Manager can change two or even three 
times in that time which makes negotiating very difficult.   My thanks, as ever, go to the 
Committee for their hard work during this last year and for every success for the next 12 
months.    
Not everybody knows that when Gottlieb Daimler built the first petrol-driven motorboat in 
1886, petrol was considered so dangerous that he added false cables and pretended it ran 
on electricity and that Earl Russell queued all night to secure Britain’s first car number 
plate, A1, in 1903. 
And finally –  
A driver who veered off the road into a ditch in Oldenberg, Germany, didn’t have far to look 
for help.   Ten bodybuilders were working out at a gym across the road.  The men took just 
a couple of minutes to haul the car out of the six-foot gully, then returned to their exercise.   
The grateful driver bought them a round of energy drinks! 
Drive safely and watch for out for those speed cameras!  
Cynthia 
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Secretary's notes 
First of all if you are coming to the AGM on Sunday 7 December could you please 
remember to bring this newsletter with you as it contains the agenda for the meeting.  This 
will save extra photocopying for the day. 
 
At the last committee meeting it was suggested that the section should take advantage of a 
change in MC rules which allows sections to have their own websites, subject to certain 
conditions.  This will be discussed at the AGM but if anyone is interested in taking on the 
job of ‘webmaster’ that would be the time to say so!  I have recently added a ‘Photo Album’ 
to our section page on the main Club website and intend to continue with that unless we set 
up our own site which, I imagine, would include photos of events, cars, people, etc.  Have a 
look at our section page between now and the AGM and we can decide which way we 
should go. 
 
You will have noted that we are meeting at a different venue this year which I hope will 
prove satisfactory.  The Blackwell Grange Hotel is quite easy to find on the south side of 
Darlington on the A167.  For those with satellite navigation the post code is:-  DL3 8QH.   
 
Last weekend Jackie and I went off to a ‘posh’ hotel with some friends, just south of 
Warwick and very close to the Heritage Motor Centre at Gaydon.  This is a place that I had 
been meaning to visit for a long time and for those who have not been it is well worth while, 
even if only to see again all the cars we remember from our youth, or just to say ‘I learnt to 
drive in one of those!’ 
 
I have not received any nominations for membership of the committee nor any topics to be 
discussed.  Apologies for not including nomination forms with the last newsletter, as 
promised, but anyone wanting one had only to ring me for one or more to be put in the 
post. 
 

Martin 
 

New members 
I have not been informed of any new 
members since the last newsletter apart  
from Mr Kerr from Hartlepool who has  
rejoined.  Welcome back! 
 
 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENT 
We are very pleased to announce  
that the wedding of Richard Hall and  
Anne Lorentsen took place on  
17 October 2008. 
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Annual General Meeting - Sunday 7 December 2008 
Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting of the North Eastern Section of the 
Rolls-Royce Enthusiasts’ Club will take place at 11.00am on Sunday 7 December 2008 at 
The Blackwell Grange Hotel, Darlington, DL3 8QH.  The annual accounts are available for 
inspection and anyone interested should send a stamped addressed envelope to Grahame 
McDonald, who will be pleased to send you a copy. 

 
AGENDA 

 
1  Chairman’s welcome 
 
2   Apologies for absence 
 
3   Minutes of the last meeting 
 
4   Matters arising 
 
5   Chairman’s report 
 
6   Secretary’s report 
 
7   Treasurer’s report 
  
8   Election of Committee to serve for 2009 
 
9   Section website 
  
10 Presentation of the McGarr Trophy 
  
11 Presentation of the Ray Hornsby Trophy 
 
12 Any other business 
  
Address by Duncan Feetham representing the RREC Management Committee. 

 

 
Visit to Weardale Railway - Sunday 28 September 2008 
 
It is some 3 years or so since the Section went on a first visit to the, then, recently opened 
Weardale Railway which was organized by Peter and Susan Tong.  I remember that we 
travelled in four classic coaches hauled by two classic steam engines, one at each end of 
the coach set.     Since then the railway has undergone some traumatic times with mainly 
financial problems, leading to the redundancy of most of the employed workforce and 
suspension of their timetabled services until new arrangements could be put into place.   A 
new owner, ECT (Ealing Community Transport) bought a sizeable stake in the railway in 
2006 and this, together with a new infrastructure, enabled the railway to recommence 
operations in 2007.    
After such a troubled start it was hoped that the railway would quickly build up its 
operations, its passenger base, its reputation and go from strength to strength.   
Surprisingly, ECT earlier this year decided to get out of all railway work and has sold out its 
75% stake to an American company, Iowa Pacific Holdings, which owns 6 private railways 
in the USA.   It is only now that the railway has a clear road ahead and it has just been 
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announced that the new owners are planning to reopen the old British Railway track from 
Bishop Auckland to Wolsingham by the end of this year adding some 8 miles to their 
existing 4 miles of track and opening up new passenger and tourist opportunities.  
We felt that another visit to the Weardale to show our support and add something to their 

finances would be welcomed by the Section and so it was that 39 of us (and 12 cars of the 
marque) arrived at Stanhope Station on the appointed day.  By 11am the cars were 
displayed in the reserved car park next to Stanhope Station.     At 11.45am we climbed on 
board the carriage set for the day, a two coach railbus built by Leyland Motors in 1984 
which is probably the only set of its type still running in the UK although we understand that 
several are still running in Iran.    At present their only steam engine, No.40, an ex-NCB 
passenger tank, is undergoing a major overhaul although they expect it to be back in 
service for their December Santa specials.   A very pleasant run through the beautiful 
Weardale countryside took us to Wolsingham station with its newly built station 
shelter/shop where several members bought mugs and other mementoes of our visit.  After 
a short stop the railbus returned us to Stanhope. 
Our main guide for the day, John Askwith, mounted a very shaky platform ladder to take a 
photo of cars and occupants which is currently displayed on their website (www.weardale-
railway.org.uk) and after they had presented every car owner with a rosette as a keepsake, 
we were off in convoy for the 20 minute ride to Helme Park Country Hotel, near Crook, 
where we enjoyed a pleasant three course lunch in quiet and unhurried surroundings.    
The weather remained dry and warm for our trip and we can only thank John Askwith and 
his small band of volunteers for their help and expert information which they shared with us 
on the day.   We wish the railway well. 
Cynthia and Tony  
 

A Lancaster in Lincolnshire 
It is hoped to arrange a visit to Lincolnshire to see a restored Lancaster bomber.  It is 
understood that there are other aeroplanes of interest including a Spitfire and also some 
motor vehicles.  Although restored the Lancaster does not have an airworthiness certificate 
and is not allowed to fly but does taxi!  The visit is planned for a Wednesday towards the 
end of May 2009, but anyone who might be interested is asked to e-mail, phone or write to 
Paul Frankie,  expressing an interest, with no commitment, so as to have a guide as to the 
size of coach required, by 31st December. It is a coach trip and there will be pickups in 
various places from Newcastle southwards. 
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The Alpine Eagle as a touring car - concluded. 
 
Acceleration Without Vibration 
 
The first thing I observed was that we were doing all this work, coming almost to a standstill 
in traffic, then accelerating, without any slipping or manoeuvring of the clutch, in a manner 
which was as handy as with the standard Rolls-Royce.  I could not but think what an 
extraordinary contrast this was with certain high-powered “sporting” and “Alpine” models of 
cars which, when I had tried them also under home conditions in this fashion, had required 
to be driven on a low speed whenever we came to a village, far less London tramway 
areas, the engines being so little flexible that you could not possibly go through even 
comparatively fast, ignoring local speed regulations, on the through drive, or you would be 
stopping your engine pretty soon.  In town the only difference between this and the 
standard car was in the matter of acceleration whenever traffic opened up ahead.  We 
seemed to take the least possible time in getting the car from one rate of travel to the 
desired speed.  Nor under these circumstances was there any stuttering of the carburettor 
or vibration of the engine or transmission.  This was only the beginning of our initiation to a 
constructional achievement that is remarkable in my experience of the modern high 
compression, quick acceleration engines, which nearly always vibrate considerably.  With 
the Rolls-Royce you might have been driving a standard motor as regards smoothness of 
the working of the engine. 
 
On the Bath Road 
 
Our next stretch was along the historic Bath Road, which furnishes another contrast with 
the Austrian Alpine conditions in that for the most part it provides level going and, in any 
case, always good surfaces. 
 
One point, however, is that there are plenty of villages to pass through, also any number of 
cross turnings.  The idea, therefore, was to reveal what sort of average we could make by 
driving with consideration and merely by saving time on the acceleration in regaining any 
desired rate of travel, so that there should be no “blinding” across blank turnings or dashing 
through village streets.  The “Alpine Eagle” travels along as smoothly at forty miles an hour 
as the ordinary first-class touring car does at twenty miles an hour.  The “Alpine Eagle”, 
moreover, is as absolutely under control at the faster speed, for you could pull it up in the 
same distance as the other vehicle going at half that speed.  Indeed, I have here a 
suggestion to make to the Rolls-Royce firm – namely, that they might carry out some 
interesting official tests as to the distances in which the machine can be pulled up at 
different rates of speed, the idea striking me more particularly when, later in the tour, we 
tried the brakes on some very poor and wet surfaces, where roads proper had never been 
built, on Exmoor.  The car we were on was, of course, at a disadvantage for the purpose of 
proving the brakes to their maximum, in that the weight of it was so very light, therefore the 
behaviour of the brakes was penalised to that extent.  Yet it is impossible to feel greater 
confidence in any vehicle than is inspired by the manner in which the brakes act with this 
one.  It reveals the designers to have grasped the fundamental point that, as you improve 
your engine, so also you must improve your braking efficiency if you are to keep the two 
essential features of your car in proportion, and to provide a vehicle that is not only capable 
of fast travel, but which is also a safe machine to handle under those conditions. 
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Power Without Coarseness 
 
Of course, as we know from the Austrian performance on the flat, the machine can do well 
over four-score miles an hour.  But a point of even greater merit is the brief distance in 
which it can accelerate to any speed up to its maximum.  I have ridden, years ago, in racing 
cars with engines certainly as powerful as this.  But in every case the racing cars have 
been to an extent coarse in the manner of their acceleration; you have felt a “punch” in the 
back, sometimes several.  Not so with the Rolls-Royce, however.  It glides away in a 
manner that is utterly deceptive.  You never receive a “punch” or a jerk; yet you progress 
from one rate of travel to another with a minimum loss of time.  This, of course, is due in 
large measure to the splendid balance of the six-cylinder motor and extraordinary 
smoothness of the transmission mechanism, as well as the substantial nature of the 
chassis, which has been achieved without putting up the weight.  The long wheel-base, the 
comparatively small wheels, and the low centre of gravity combine to produce a car of 
extraordinary stability, a quality which is more abundantly manifest when on open 
heathlands or elsewhere, we begin to make sharp turns at proportionately fast speed to test 
whether or not there is a any tendency to skid or for the car to lurch.  Under these 
circumstances the Rolls-Royce holds the road, and keeps an even keel in an extraordinary 
way. 
 
Up Porlock and Across Exmoor 
 
We went westerly through Bath into Minehead, and so to Porlock, where we paused at the 
Ship Inn for luncheon, leaving the radiator facing the forking of the ways.  On the right-hand 
was the toll gate to the motor road that has been built to obviate the ascent of the 
traditionally dreaded rise; to the left was Porlock Hill as made by man before motors were.  
When we got going on Porlock – which is doubtless in the first class as regards formidable 
gradients, as well as in providing difficult going for any machine of long wheel base like this, 
and where the surface is none too solid – we found nevertheless that the only thing 
necessary was to keep turning the steering wheel.  We made the ascent up the severe side 
of Porlock, which is now a comparatively rarely used thoroughfare, therefore the going 
proved clear.  There are one or two sharp turns in it, but these presented absolutely no 
difficulties to the Rolls-Royce steering lock, the car going round them at an extraordinarily 
high speed.  Its powers of acceleration from a standing start on the rising gradient may be 
judged from the fact that the needle of the speedometer would keep pointing to those 
express speeds you know the car has been officially timed as having achieved on the Alps.  
We could have made even faster going had we cared to push the “Eagle” to the top of its 
performance.  Yet this is the same machine, untouched in any way, with which we had 
been crawling through town on top gear on little more than half the ten miles prescribed in 
the limit areas.  Though developing such great power the engine was working as smoothly 
as it had been doing when just “ticking” over in traffic in top gear.  Nor was the fuel 
consumption extravagant in face of the extraordinary powers of performance of the 
machine; it worked out in the neighbourhood of 14½ miles to the gallon. 
 
A Car that Ignores the Presence of Hills 
 
The feeling of being thus able to treat hills as though they were not, and to ascend them by 
mechanical power instead of calling on a horse or other animal to toil in your service is, of 
course, one of the earliest delights of motoring.  Hitherto, however, it has been possible to 
experience these things only in combination with being aware all the time of the 
tremendous force that is being generated on the car and passed through its mechanism to 
the back wheels to propel you in such speedy fashion.  That is a grand enough experience 
itself.  But far finer is this fresh revelation of Rolls-Royce genius in the ability of the machine 
to take you up in defiance of all gradients, at express speed, yet to conceal utterly from 
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your senses the means by which this marvel is being accomplished.  Here is no wild 
pounding of the motor, no scurry and spurning of the wheels, no jolt and jar of the springs.  
All you are aware of is that your armchair has been temporarily tilted pronouncedly 
backwards.  That merely tells you that you are ascending a gradient which falls backwards 
on either side at as fast a rate as you care to let it.  But as for the forces that are thus 
drawing your upwards, your senses are as utterly unaware of their existence as though the 
car were absorbing its power by wireless from some huge generating station.  There is 
nothing to indicate to you that this tremendous force is actually being generated on the very 
machine on which you are travelling.                 
 
The end 
 

 
Well that’s it for another year. 
Have a very Happy Christmas 

And let’s hope they talk us out of recession as quickly as they talked us 
into it! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Section Newsletter is published in January, March, May, July, September and 
November.  Copy deadline for each Newsletter is 15th of the month preceding         
publication.  The Editor reserves the right to edit any copy submitted.  Please note the 
opinions expressed and advice offered in this Newsletter do not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of the Committee or Editor.  The North Eastern Section of the RREC accepts no 
responsibility for the results of contributors’ advice.   
The trade marks ROLLS-ROYCE and the ROLLS-ROYCE badge device are the trade 
marks of Rolls-Royce plc.  Members are reminded that they should at all times use their 
best endeavours to preserve the value and validity of the brand names and  trademarks of 
both Rolls-Royce plc and of the Club. 
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