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The Teesside Noggin and Natter evenings continue on the second
Wednesday of each month at The Hotel Baltimore, 250 Marton Road,
Middlesbrough. This is a social evening and not just technical talk
about cars, though it is always possible that the subject of Rolls-Royce
and Bentley may come up! Similarly the evenings at The Honest
Lawyer, Croxdale, are a meeting between friends, with lively talk and
much laughter. A hardcore of attendees is developing but new faces
would be welcome. These meetings are definitely not men only! Just
turn up, there is no need to book and certainly do not ring either hotel
as they seem to be oblivious of our presence, whether we have booked
a room or not!

Events for 2011

4 Sept Visit to Jervaulx Abbey, - MV

16-18 Sept Section weekend, Briery Wood Hotel. - PF

28 Sept Committee meeting

9 Oct Lunch at The Black Horse, Beamish - DM

4 December Section AGM at 11.00am for 11.30am at Ramside Hall Hotel,

Co Durham - PT

ADVERTISING RATES
Yearly: full page £75.00
half page £50.00

Members’ private advertisements - maximum space '/, page
For sale Under £200 Free
Over £200 £5.00

Wanted Free

Members are asked to let the Chairman or Secretary know if they are
aware of other members of the Section who are unwell or in hospital. |
am sorry to have to report the death of Edwin Smith, whose obituary
appears later in this newsletter.

*kkkk

Cover: Colin Munro’s Silver Shadow at the MGOC Classic Vehicle
Show at Corbridge in July. Chassis No. SRH25793.




The old saying "Doesn't Time Fly" seems to be
more prevalent than ever these days. So where
does the time go. Maybe because we live in such
a fast race these days and here we are in
September and before you know it will be
Christmas. Our events these last few months have
seen visits to Sion Hill Hall, where members and
friends were shown around a fantastic house. The
Annual Rally at Rockingham Castle was very good
apart from the weather. Several members made a
weekend of this prestigious event. We joined the
MG Owners Club again in Corbridge and what a
glorious red-hot day we had. Some of us stayed till
very late. Some members went to Newby Hall and
again we had rain but with some sunshine but most of us got caught in the
heavy rain on the way there and back. Then a busy weekend with a visit to
RAF Leeming families day, a fabulous day which we should do again. Then the
TR Register show in Harrogate the same weekend. Again a fabulous day. Not
so many made it to Harewood House this year and numbers were down which
may have been due to the weather that was forecast. Lucy's BBQ at Ilton was
as good as ever with home made bread and a fantastic selection of home made
puddings.

Our grateful thanks to all who have organised these very successful events.
Richard Harrison has decided to retire as Chief Marshall at Harewood this year
to which we say a very big thank you for his many years of excellent service.
Jim Clark has now taken over this position our grateful thanks to Jim. You may
remember that Martin had asked for someone to take over the position of
newsletter editor, well Peter Tong has come forward to offer to take on the
position of Secretary which we have gratefully accepted, and Martin has agreed
to stay as editor of the newsletter. Our thanks to Martin and Peter. The Auction
front has been very busy of late with some very good prices being achieved and
also several nice cars have appeared for sale with the trade. Have you bought
a new car recently, if so would you like to write an article to appear in your
newsletter? Please let Martin have your copy, thank you.

On a sad note most of you will have heard the news about Edwin Smith one of
our longest serving members, who passed away recently. Our condolences go
to his family.

Drive Carefully

Edwin will be greatly missed. | was shocked to hear of his death and though |
did not have the privilege of knowing him for long, he was always a true
gentleman.

Peter Tong’s offer to take on the role of secretary for the section is good news



indeed. It will result in a reduced workload for myself so that | feel that | will be
able to carry on with the newsletter - unless, of course, someone would like to
take that on as well! Peter's appointment will be ratified at the next committee
meeting on 28 September.

The notice of the AGM is included in this newsletter below. This year it is being
moved further north in order to accommodate those members living in the
Durham/Newcastle area. Please try to attend if you can, it is always an
interesting morning and a time to meet friends, enjoy good food and castigate the
committee! Speaking of which, if anyone would like to join the committee and
help with running the section please complete a nomination form and return it to
the secretary by 23 October. Duties are not onerous, there are usually three
meetings a year, in addition to the AGM, and the only other responsibility is to
organise at least one event each year.

Martin

Welcome to Mr Whickham of County Durham and Mr Lester of Stockton-on-
Tees. We look forward to meeting you both at any of our events. New members
and their families are always welcome at any of our section events and we hope
that you enjoy your membership of the Club.

!
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Sadly, we lost Edwin on 24 June following
a heart attack. He was a founder member

of the original North Eastern Section back
in 1968.

A. Parsons at Newcastle as an
apprentice, later transferring to their|
drawing office at 21, where he worked |
until early retirement and even then they
persuaded him to return for a few more
years. During the 1960's he worked
alongside lan Turnbull and Peter Knighton )
(both interested in Rolls-Royce) and the latter persuaded him to buy a 20 h.p.
which he had been offered by a doctor at the Princess Mary hospital for £300.
By this time he was married to Margaret and they had just started a family so he
took a little persuading. Edwin took over the role of acting secretary of the
Section in 1971 and organised the first Rally at Wallington Hall in May 1972,
which is where | first met him. We often met at rallies over the years and he
even provided back-up with the 20 h.p. at our wedding in 1979. Unfortunately
he lost Margaret to cancer a few years later and was left to bring up Ann, Gillian
and Charles single-handedly, all three going on to University.

Edwin was a lifelong Methodist, being deeply involved in St. Andrew's Church at
Benton where his duties sometimes prevented his appearance at rallies. His
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family had lived in the Benton area for almost 200 years, hence his interest in
local history and old postcards, in fact he had co-authored several books on the
subject.

We would meet twice a year for 20-odd years at Hartlepool Autojumble. | always
knew when he had arrived because the noise level seemed to increase as he
greeted old friends. Sometimes we talked for so long that | forgot what | had
gone to buy, although we both knew that the real reason was to renew old
acquaintances.

Nothing was ever too much trouble for him and he was still doing odd jobs at the
Church in the week that he died. He also found time in retirement to produce
drawings for the wheel at Killhope lead mining Museum.

Following a slight stroke a few years ago, he was only comfortable driving short
distances on his own and after a lot of soul searching he sold the 20 h.p. at the
Bonham's auction last year, although he was still talking about maybe buying a
pre-war Riley or something equally interesting.

Not surprisingly, it was standing room only at his funeral, and after a short
service Edwin embarked on his final journey in a Rolls-Royce, of course, albeit a
Silver Spirit. He will be greatly missed and our condolences and deepest
sympathy go to Ann, Gillian, Charles and Karen, not forgetting grandchildren
Hannah, Holly and Isaac who gave him so much pleasure.

- . * *-] O# +,&&

This is the formal notice that the Annual General Meeting will take place at The
Ramside Hall Hotel, County Durham, postcode DH1 1TD, on Sunday 4
December at 1130hrs. Coffee/tea will be available beforehand from 1100hrs.
Nominations for members of the committee and motions for discussion and
decision must be submitted to the secretary no later than 23 October. The
agenda including the names of committee members submitting their names for
election or re-election will be included in the next newsletter due out at the
beginning of November. Nomination and proposal forms are enclosed herewith.

At the end of the formal proceedings there will be an address by a member of the
Management Committee.

The meeting will be followed by lunch.

1 2* *
3

It was wall to wall sunshine at Tyne Park, Corbridge on Sunday 3 July which
made a very pleasant change to the cold, wind and rain that we have suffered in
the past. We had a good sized area reserved for our cars and there was a good
turnout of Rolls-Royce and Bentley, with just two interlopers. The North Eastern
Section display included one Bentley R Type, a Silver Cloud I, two Silver
Dawns, four Silver Shadows, two Silver Spirits and a Bentley Turbo R. These
attracted considerable interest from the general public and many questions were
asked and answered, including one from a gentleman wanting to know how to
join the Club. Most interest, however, was generated by Dennis Wheatley's
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Suffolk SS100 that few people recognised as a replica, such was the attention

given to detail.
Elsewhere there was a wide variety of marques on display and either there were
fewer MGs or there were more of the others! A good day out and one which, |

think, was enjoyed by all.
Martin
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Jim Clark, who seems to be pally with the powers that be at RAF Leeming,
wangled an invitation for section members to attend their families day on 30 July.
Jim duly shepherded an assortment of members and their cars to the airfield and
ushered us through security and on to the site. We were joined by lan Hick,
president of the Yorkshire Section in his Mk VI and also by several members of
the Aston Martin Owners Club, resulting in eight cars of that marque. Also on
site were the Mercedes-Benz Club and the MG Owners Club, so there was a
good turnout of cars all told. The weather was kind and ideal for flying and
watching. As it was a families day for the RAF personnel, there was lots to do
and see for the younger element of the population, but still much of interest for




Photo by Paul Frankie

the old codgers. The highlight of the day was a surprise appearance by the
Vulcan bomber.

71%

As Sheila and | were in business specialising in Triumph TR's about 20 years
ago, we are still connected with the TR Register, the club for these cars. This
year the club decided to move their annual International Weekend to Harrogate
as an experiment from it always being held in the south, Malvern in
Worcestershire having been the location for several years. | was asked to join
the 'working party' early this year to help with its organisation, and some of my
suggestions were taken up, including Russ Swift with his 'precision driving'




displays and also Sheila Dibnah as guest speaker at the dinner on the Saturday
evening. | had read about the RREC having 'guest' clubs at its International
meeting, and | suggested that the TR Register do the same at Harrogate. They
were very keen on the idea, and decided to do this on the Sunday, so Rolls-
Royce and Jaguar were the guest clubs. My thanks go to Roger Hall, John
Harrison and Nick Clark for taking along their cars, also to Russ Swift, who took
along his Bentley convertible. The Jaguar owners who came along included
Paul and Sue Frankie, so many thanks go to them, also to Dennis Wheatley who
went in his brilliant Suffolk SS100. Part of the proceedings was to line up in a
small arena where two commentators discussed the cars. One of them was
Graham Robson, a very well known motoring writer and journalist, and it seems
our contribution to the event was very well received, so thanks again to all who
took part.

8-

The sun shone on llton for the Annual BBQ on 14 August. A select group of 25
enjoyed the afternoon, although some missed the sun because they were having
so much fun in the garage catching up on Dennis's progress with his Mark10
Jaguar. The now customary caption competition was held but owing to editorial
restrictions on space that will be held over for the next edition of the newsletter.
As well as swelling the coffers of RREC NE Section, donations to two charities
will also be made from the £5 a head event. The charities are Combat Stress
and David Mather Foundation.

2* *
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Twenty seven people have booked for this event. Please meet in the café car
park by 1030hrs for coffee and a scone. If you would like to have lunch in the
café please order this with the staff direct after visiting the abbey. There will also
be an optional tour of the abbey and by the time we return it should be time for
lunch. The cost of the tour will be £1.67 per head and there is a discretionary
charge of £2.50 for the visit to be put in the honesty box.

Martin

7% *
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Although the deadline passed ages ago, | understand that we did not have
enough bookings to fill the hotel. However, if anyone would like to join us for the
weekend, Paul has said that he would be happy to contact the hotel and ask if

there are any rooms still available. If you have not booked there is still a chance
that you might be able to be one of the party.
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COLLECTING PXC200

Although a little early for Christmas, the snow and sleet were falling as |
approached The Real Car Company premises in Bethesda in the Snowdonia
National Park on 2" December 1997. | had been two weeks before to choose
one from the four Bentley Mark V1 and “R” Types which they had in stock at that
time. As | knew absolutely nothing about vehicles from the Rolls-Royce stable |
had taken the precaution of asking a friend of mine, John Gratton, a long
standing RREC member, to go with me to help me with my deliberations. Within
an hour | had decided on PXC 200 (chassis number B97ZX) a mid grey over
silver Standard Steel saloon which was received by her first owner on 26
November 1954 almost exactly 43 years before. Collection was arranged for
two weeks later.

Although | had had a brief test drive on my earlier visit and had driven my late
father-in-law’s 1937 Lagonda LG45 Tourer, which was of similar size and power,
driving this large saloon with its massive steering wheel in snow, ice and sleet
was a completely new experience. Even though | was on good quality “A”
roads, at first | was not exceeding 30 mph and then gradually, as my confidence
grew and | began to get the feel of the car, | found that | was increasing my
speed. By the time | reached the A55 | was cruising at 50 mph and, fortunately,
as | left North Wales the snow turned to rain and | felt more comfortable with the
road surface.

The car was a re-import from the warm dry USA and this was one of the main
reasons for my choice as the chassis and body had not suffered from our British
winters. The down side for me on that day was that the wipers had not been
used for a very long time and the battery was tired to say the least. My total
journey back to Northumberland was 250 miles and by the time | made Leeds
the wipers had packed up. Fortunately, | originate from that area and know a
garage proprietor who understands the foibles of old cars and he sorted the
wipers for me in about the time it took for me to consume a cup of his tea. On
the way again and | reached Durham just in time for the evening rush hour.
Right in the middle of nose to tail traffic the battery finally died and PXC200 had
to be recovered. The following day she was delivered to Alan Fearon the Rolls-
Royce/Bentley specialist in Newcastle who went through the whole car and re-
commissioned her for me.

THE INTERMEDIATE YEARS

My intention on buying the car was to enjoy afternoon runs to the tea shops of
rural Northumberland together with the myriad of car shows which we have in
this part of the world, the pinnacle for me being the NECPWA show at Newby
Hall on or about 15" July each year.

(I believe there were about 1800 cars of every make and vintage there in 2009).
However, as | now know often happens when you buy a Rolls-Royce or Bentley,
| was very quickly getting people knocking at the door to see if | would provide
the transport for a local wedding. As | was now retired and wanted to improve
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the car without dipping too deeply into our savings | decided to form a small
wedding car hire business. This | did for ten years and whilst | did not make my
fortune out of it, it did pay for the restoration of PXC200. | must also say that
throughout that period the Bentley performed impeccably starting on the button
every time.

ANNUS HORRIBILIS 1

Although | did get much pleasure from doing the weddings it was starting to eat
into our time and, as weddings are planned up to two years ahead, it was
necessary to plan my exit strategy that far ahead. With this in mind the last
wedding was carried out in July 2007.

After a re-bore, early in my ownership, the engine ran superbly and | had
concentrated most of my restoration work on the coachwork and interior. For
this reason | had neglected the engine compartment and if someone asked to
see the engine it was always a disappointment having seen the rest of the car.
For this reason, at the end of the 2007 car show season, | decided to tackle the
engine bay during the following winter months. In November my good friend
David Clements (Morgan Plus 8 owner and NECPWA member) gave me a hand
to dismantle the whole of the front end of the car. The radiator, water pump,
and dynamo were sent away for restoration and | set about cleaning and de-
greasing everything else. Then rocker cover, heater pipes, carburettor dash
pots and the like were sent away for repainting. By February 2008 we were
ready for re-assembling.

Now the R Type Bentleys with the later chassis numbers have an automatic
choke linked to their twin SU’s which, as far as | am aware, is unique to that
model and, although | was unaware at the time, this would be the source of
much head scratching and time wasting for almost two years. As | dismantled
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the carburettors a wire attached to the choke housing broke away from
somewhere in the bowels of the engine compartment. Knowing my limitations
when it comes to auto electricals | decided simply to make a mental note and
ask a reputable local auto-electrician to sort it out when the time came to put
everything back together again. It took some time to re-build the contents of the
engine bay to my satisfaction and with much help, again from my friend David,
eventually, we were almost there and time to call on the aforementioned auto-
electrician. He took one look at the job and the wiring diagram in my Mark V1
workshop manual (that is very relevant although | did not realize it at the time)
and said that rather than waste time trying to trace where the original feed came
from he would pick up a new live feed near to the fuse box. Seemed alright to
me.

| checked everything through and having done all the right things like new plugs,
re-charged battery etc | pressed the button. Eventually she fired, but only just,
but | managed to keep her running. Things seemed to be going o.k. but the
running became rougher and rougher and eventually she died on me. Time and
time again | cleaned the plugs checked carburettors and the like but exactly the
same happened. Eventually, | decided to contact Colin Watson of Auto Start,
Cramlington and, as it proved eventually, it was the most intelligent decision |
had made so far. Colin is a man, how shall | put it, of mature years who has
been round the block a few times and served his apprenticeship on the classics
of the 1950’s and 60’s. — you are probably working out exactly how mature he is
by now. Colin went through everything, checking all that | had done and, apart
from errors | had made on re-assembling the carburettors after fitting new
needles and jets, could not find anything major. | spoke with IntroCar the R
Type specialists and it was thought that fitting their electronic ignition pack and
new coil might give a bigger fatter spark. This we did but things were no better.
So — carburettors o.k., ignition o.k., timing o.k. what could it possibly be? Many
months had passed and | now had a very pretty R Type inside and out with an
engine compartment you could eat your dinner off, but the car would not even
get out of the drive. Even Colin, with all his experience, was beginning to
despair.

It was then that | made two more intelligent decisions. One was to roll the car
back into a corner of the garage for the second winter and the other was to
persuade my wife to buy me the Silver Wraith, Silver Dawn, Mark V1 and R
Type Service Handbook. Note that this specifically refers to the R Type, and,
what is more, has a whole section relating to my automatic choke — this was
missing from the Mark V1 Workshop Manual. There | learnt that there is an
electro-thermostatic control which closes the choke butterfly completely for 5 — 7
seconds upon starting. As soon as the oil pressure of the engine reaches 15
Ibs/sq.ins. an oil pressure switch breaks the electrical supply and the choke
opens to 5 degrees thus allowing some air into the mixture and then gradually
the thermostatic coil unwinds completely and a full air supply is available to the
carburettors. One cold winter’s night in our sitting room reading this new
manual the solution to the problem hit me between the eyes. My auto-
electrician friend had picked up my feed for the automatic choke from an always
on supply rather than from the oil pressure switch on the block. This meant that
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the choke closed completely for starting but then stayed completely closed.
This was the reason that with good clean plugs etc she would start perfectly but
very quickly the running would deteriorate! Eureka! Problem solved — or more
accurately ONE problem solved.

Colin came over and wired up as per the new manual and, with yet another set
of new plugs, she fired up and ran beautifully. Plans were made to attend
NECPWA Newby Hall in July and RREC Harewood House in August.

(To be continued)

4 -@ |

You will have already read about the sad passing of Edwin Smith. He was a
long serving member of the Club, having joined in the mid sixties. The section
owes a great debt to Edwin, because had he not volunteered to take over as
secretary in 1971 after Peter Knighton resigned, we would not have had a
section.

In 1972 Edwin organized the first rally to Wallington Hall in Northumberland,
which was a huge success and he continued this for many years.

He was also a very active member of the North East Club for Pre-war Austins
even though he never owned one, but we used to get their support at Wallington.
Durham Castle weekend was the favourite event with his wife, Margaret, and
family who made a point of not missing any of them. Then tragedy struck when
Margaret lost her battle with cancer and left Edwin with three very young
children. To say he did well to bring them up single handedly is a great
understatement. He did a superb job. Yet he still tried to get to occasional
meetings and events coming along in his very original 20hp.

At the funeral the minister described how Edwin was so involved with chapel life
and how he will be sorely missed. | agree wholeheartedly with those words. He
most certainly will be, especially his exuberance for life and his laughter.

Our condolences go to Ann, Gillian, Charles and Charles’ wife, Karen.
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